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i mm i ] n$&s®im¥iz®%'v\'Zt:*.J) i 

U fJiemffi/WoW^fcSftStfSISffifclrU 

S l «offi* t>o«S5£&£-f £S l nZMfimt. , 
iilS® 1 <9£^Sl2aA^«^SS£amt6£tf>?>Sf5 1 to 

:M'y-7-k. 

fiies2<o^«s5^*'A><omsi5:as-r*^<os 20 
*-f yf-k. 

fiieSl&tfS2<7);<.'f •yf-<D*y*7£&i]8Pt6f&'liai 
0ftk££A. 

fries 1 mm 2 a£roa»**« . fiie®*»£8t* 

iPKS^Jtc&ISSft'O^C k £8ffi£-f £18*^ 1 

wtEawpansft. 

i hhpim j fries 1 « a •< » * 1 mies 1 osmss 

^ifcSlOMOSb^VxX^TtftJSL. 

fJfeS 2 <0X-r >y f - k MffiS 2 <7>5tmiS3Sifc £S 2 <0M 

ffneimsKiisi 1 &tfs 2 *>mo s h 5 y vxtn? 

- h%GLt:fflW?& Z k SrftStk f 2 fc&KO 

$®E*<EMin$ft. 

fjiem§«»^^^ coffisgjififis i &tfs 2 com o s 

files 1 Rim 2 om o s h ? y * <o v -xm=fit 
««S3ft. 

fUESlffllEIKti. ONS^MOSh^^'X^toa* 

mmi Z k $r^k-r&i»*JS4 tzKMM&k^v 
H. 

*k, 

filB18S«^«i«- : j L cO-4g^ilJ ?| ]8«tl)S2<7)^'( y 



fries2<ox4 ?*eitfflttfH-i£«EE**J:t* 
ft. 

istasft* i k £ftak-rs!it*Ji 1 aaw)B»^» 

H. 

*k. 

Mi , mm&m<n-^zmnmfrbft2nx4 ••/ 

*k£-£*. 

fJl2SlSt/S2WX>f yf-^^fO-^lcHi. Siom 
WMSMfft 2 coi&SigfftfEPliti 5 ft . 

mzmss&%®m : f-<r)imim®ztiz>z t tmit-t 

* £ fc SrtfSSfc -f 7 (ziaecoieflK y H . 

T, fJfESS^^/l'X«o«»«:Sfl:$*4wkS:«fak-t 
618#JB 1 eSttOEMK* H. 
[ff^JglOJ frlEEKJi. SlOMOSh-?^'* 
*k. S2C0M0Sb7VxX^fc > fIISSl&l f S2 
OMO S h ?y 5>X* £*«K8W-$fci&OS 1 &lfS 

flieS 1 2 <7>M O S h 5 X xX * CO ¥ L"f V 

ss^ am awwsaea*? o-asfceaiflra l . 
ft. 

fJieS 1 &tf S 2cOMOShyyyX9(OV -XWT- « 
««!$ft. 

ffiaS 1 SI/S2WMO S h 7 V 'jx?<r>y- vvgff-i* 
fjiesi&^S2<ox'f «y^-iii8s^^tT. frte 

SUS^SEKig&Sft***. B^VMi, }glfiSftl>^kSr^ 
1Sk^-«.IS^9tcieKOieS^-y K. 

[W*jb 1 1 j fneiaKii. s 1 cos* msssr^t 

SSlfOSSaS^ik. S2fOS^m»5r%4-ri>S2<0 

fflBMOS h7V->'x?£!Bi!r?-&fctf>o;M yf-lHlSS 
k. 

UEX-f -y^lHlKKifJiaS 1 cogifSmSiESrjim-tSfcib 
OSlcO^'f yf-fc> 

fUE^-f -yf-laIS8k:fIieS2OS*S8S5rji«-r6/0rt 
C0S2OX-f yf-fcSr^L, 

frieM o s h 7 >- 9 co h u- y i&mm eig?v»s: 
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n. 

WiM O S h 5 Wx 9W -XJfrHiJgiftSft. 
®88£fl-LT, frie^l2M//^Mim2<OSJ{imSHC 

i ji 1 2 ] a?^ i jbM 1 1 «v ^-rft *>(cie«o 

[ftttoRMfrBM] 
[00013 

[0002] 

^icKofCUK-y Hfc:|©S8ftfc«S«Baa»*T (t- 
9 > OMRS' k LX te. •) . 0 1 4 fc^ 

[0003] «fBB¥5-1 1 6 34 l-ff&Sfcyn 

Srt«>::kT\ SjeWM^OJKtWiWWfcftfcC 

[0004] 

X\ il&mtll®^ -y H fc OPOM1IP4 ^7i^ 
ikv^lSJffljWfcofc. 

[ 0 0 0 5 ] leSJK-y KOS-t-^fcCHSrSiSE 

y 9~7 x-x»i$ 6tf0t(c>S:& k fsjffltffc-?*:. 
[0006] «Wi±Kft3Wf!«:a*T<r*hfc t» 

[0007] 

[l«B**RIW-*fc*>0*R] JJEBWt»S-*-6fc» 
C**W>Efl^ y H HJSTOJ: 9 6 & 4 . 

[ o o o 8 ] «i*> . «MKsaM**c*»/w**Aa 

W**9t£U IHWWW'XOtftJBtr 
i. WIBWWWMSS^^^^lBLTnBlilB 



SrfiSA h k k t fc. fflEfcfttOSSUBaafWm 85120 
88k *|3]-S«-bfctS«t&C: k ^^fSfc-T&iefi^-/ H 

[0009] ST. l&EIIIKOllKW&ffljRk Lttt* 
^SWJIMBa 1 *"), *ft«Witf. WT&OJ:-?**, 
OT*4. 

[00 10] (1) *«afWi. »l«XB«ri-3«at: 

&±-r ass i os^ssssk . mes 1 o&raro&o 
*?WBt»4"r*W2«Wt8Wlt. ss2ojgmi62§w> 

4)0^855: jim-r«.^s'>c0SB2OX^ yf-k. JBl&tf 

820X4 vf-o*y*7t«i»f*iwiwa»tt* 

*. » 1 M«* 20**SWi*« . «WW3i*TR: 

[ooii] co*&. msenewssaftsR^w-ssKw 

JJHEOWMEa'BttnafU *0*RS«l^* : POfl«i 

nans i mtm 2 ox 4 y 1-tfmmtix ^izttm 

[oo i2] 4^. 810x4 •yf-k»iojtn»»k 
imKOMoshyyu'^x-m&ti-u. g2ox 

4 y f- k S 2 <05gti8SiSk £8 2 OM O S h 5 V xX ? 

■ciMW & J: ? fc l . ®m\s\mm 1 at«B 2«os 

h5Vx"x5'oy-h«ffi«MM-*J:'3fcL'Tt»S 

ff*<Eransft. tfffts&^mTntmitmiAvm 

2<r>MOSh?>iSz9<r>\ t U4 ym-k&mti. » 

ft. «ine$"JWIsl!8ti. ONS*SMOSb5y^^<0 
RtSWfikktfc. WNLfcMOSh?^ 
y»ONttfit«:fflv»T«W!B2»*Ffcii«Sft*«8S 

[0013] ( 2 ) f Ol3S8«i. SSUftS^S^cO-ia 

«Bt:il5i]««-ri>a2<ox-f yf-k. HS2o;M -/f-tc 

a:?iiseE-r«.s®Etgaik?:#A. ^c^vauKoeMai^ 

OflfiJHfcmffiOl8iR1BE**9flIPSft. JB 10*4 
-JSkS«ES«0-«ktt»«fi3ft6 J: o fcfllKtLT 

[00 14] ( 3 ) tOGIKtt* «MBm»7A-l| ' 

i -y-f k . msy^fli*^ O- 
2 wx-f -yf-tt**. m\wm 

•y^-f k«SM!SE»*^ k<0HW4«E«lli»S:S 
[00 15] (4) *«O0S&li. *U>-h5^-lfll8S: 
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S h 7 >iSz?i:*;«mrthtc#>(OWi 1 RV& 2 X>f 
EPDnL. »l&VS2<0MOSh9yi/^.^<0y-^Sg 

xi>&\\ 

[00 16} (5) *nmu. mw&mdmm. 
i-zmi<?>fg%mmt. m2<rmm,mm.-tb&2 

tg85S:atrr«.^«K7>^l<7)X>f -yf-fc, •f-co^'f y^- 
®K8tcm20^mS5SriMm-f hti*#MM*A yf- 

coy-xag^SrSSiftt&fcfcU::. MO S H?;/*/'*:? 

/&^\m2<r&w&mz&m-hfr. mvt. %m 
[ooi7] £tztk0)%,mz xtua . iy±<ofli«<oies 
[0018) ja±«fl»*fc<k o*a B JfcL tesK. y hi*i 

[0019] 

vw%mm®izr>^x¥tMKmR-ti> . 

[0020] <S*W^X.^<03lHfl(lll~i33) > 
[0021] iaS-s-y KC0ie#iS# <|9J*.tf. t-? ) 

10 0 2 21 01 te^x«85ayB£^t3tfS*:tf>0 

[00 23] 01tc^Uc3-3<DE]8&{iVv$'fti. *4 
7fSl, S2#*ix-eilON/OFF-fS.ri:T\ t 

(a) CijrfEIS&tCfcVvt. M vf-S IjFONLTV* 
SfcTSfc. t-^RHKJiVH/RH (= I, ) cotg 
SStfSMlS. <JCtC, X4 y?-S2#ONL-0>6J81f§Ue 

»i(VH-v,)/RH (= I,) <7)mm* { aaxi)^tu 

ft->X. -y?-S 2 1 ON X4 
S2£OFF?-tf. X4 yf-Sl?rONSl!-«.>rfC\ 
02C7jrf J: o 3ri£JB<0t - ^SSSS-^i t W*1&b 
5:6. 



[0 024]**:. 01 (b) tc^-rasnit-^RH 

<?>-}8£:? r 7'7i'Hl/' > OUGNDfcHSU t-?RH 
OIEOB^ocoag^ff (VH. VHDU-f'/fS 
1 Xl/S 2 C J: otfl) OJS* Si t X t-*«S«Efl: 

[0025] ?/b(C» 01 (c) IC^-fBffHi. fc-* 
RHC0jEfiaS^«rJg«SfsBUFOtiJ^tC«^L. ^Otg 
(StSBUFOA^^S^I.mEV,. V,**** 
ft. ^'/f-Sl, S2$-gT4i^.ix6fl!fiitS:toT 

[0026] ZZX\ ^A^tgffiffiti. 28S(ClS5£ 

v,. v, c*t£Lrt:Aa<I*4 vtr-^j/xttiMSWBS 
<TJ:^T\ 01 (b) (c^LfcSKflilSfcitSRU 

t-^RH zwtr h%mii.-®®x-£\,\ 
[0027] 03ii, 01 (c) izjfi-rmfS.<r>mzi 

Oi¥iSMcat>Uc0t-*S. 

[0 028] m3<,Z7frtmmzJ:tUf. t-?RH£N 
MO S h 7 QttLtiV-XivaViSmzZ. 

hT,. TjCiOWJfi^il. t-?RHtf)IE3&T- 
t:«-5-<x-P<XV,-V tl , n o. V 2 -V th(10 ^E^EWlPS 
it*. t-^SrOFF^-ttSimUi. NMOSh 
7 y i-'X ? M 0<oy~ h Jg^KJi 77 *7>Y W<JVG N 
Dtf5-lhtl&. ZtllzX*). NMOShyy'y'X^M 

-oiiOFF-fSfttf). t-?RHcii«sjtesyx$:v\ 
[0029] tbfrh. &±coxo^miza^x. x 

'f >yf-S 1 tS200N/OFFS:$i]WtS;ttC«t 

o. mint-f^mMimzttfix'Sb. 
[0030]^. zniottrntnt-f^fRmi 

Siz^xumti. 

[0031] <gffl*(*<OtSBSittBJ (04 ) >04li. 

*mnK&mm&cDMmx-h & a y?v*. y-ro 

yf IJRAcOf8^<OWSSr^-rnS^«0T'J>S. 0 
4CJ30T. Satlt-^50 1 3<0iB2ig«E^)ii»LT 
^^^51^5009-50 1 l?r^LTE»e-ri»y 
- YX9 V a- 5 0 0 5?>S8iSi8 5 0 0 4 tC^Ut^ 
•fS^f-VJ vi/HCiiVy (T^lTf;) SrWL. ^ HI/ 
-/P5 0 0 3tC^Snt^Ena. bHftZ'<t®&®? 
h. df-v'J yi/'HCt:(i. laHK-yHI JHfc-f y?9 
y? I Tt SrrtKUc-ttfH y J? i/'x -y h h 'J y 
^'IJC*5fg®$ixrv>6. 50 0 2»±«ff^ffiT'S> 
0, ^i-'J •y^HCO»i6^riS)CS-7Tieilffl«P?:r 
5-ry5 0 0 0t:«LTfffft6. 5 007. 5 0 08 
\t 7 * h il ~TvX\ * -V >J y >'<0 1/-* n*- 5 0 0 6 <OC <0 
JST<0fiqE$:Jll£LT, ^-^5 0 1 3<OIs]S^|6)«J0 
»ilfS'^d^O*-A--Ki/'i/gV«fllST'J>S. 5 
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0 1 6«feH^-y F I J HOfiJffi$r*-r sTth*\-y 
Tmt5 0 22i3ffi?h&m\ 5 0 15li.ro** 
vrrti^^l-riS^IS-C, **-yri*|g8P5 0 2 35: 
^•Ltie^K-yHOK^IHIffiSrffd. 50 17fi?y- 
=.y/7V-FT\ 50 19li^orw-H?TBUfS^(6l 
WHHTttfc-f *«»-C*9 . *f*£f*«5 0 1 8tCCl 

X. 502 Hi, ®?l0fg<O®5ISr^tt 
-ffcfctfx^WN'-T'. df-v'J yi>i:fite-f&tfA5 0 2 

[0032] ifi^odf a- 7 try^. ? y--v^, « 

3l®fili. Jf^'J 7 v-Wv-A.-KxVa 

tz&ilz V - YX9 'J x-5 0 0 50f£ffl£i oT-tti^, 

mum?* s yyx'mmcDWtzftoXoiz-tti 
ar. *wwiv^ntaffl-c&s. 

[0033] <MMMOK9l (05 ) ±j*L 

[00 34] 05(i4 f?s>x I J RAO 

T, 1700J4K«t*lrA*i-6'f>'^7x-A, 1 
7 0UiMPU, 1 702«iMPUl 701#mftS 
*«prQ/5A*l«fW-*ROM. 1 703««-Sr- 

») £«#bTfe<DRAMT'&£. 17 04ttKMK 

•/huh h B*f - * afttttmeft 3 y- h 

7H ( G. A. )T*9. 4 V?7x-Xl 700, 
MPU170 1. RAMI 7 03ISI<0T-^lE}$SI|ffllt 
171OUBM^yKIJH»ttBt««M0MF 
■v y 7*-?, 1 7 0 9<il2SiaafiSWv:«><0ffijS*- 
*T'J>&. 170 5<iiBIJ^-yFI JHHBiW&^-y 
17 06. 1 7 0 7 li*tl?tHm±-9 
•17 0 9, ^-v 'J T=t-9 17 10 »nHrt&^K>0% 
-*H54/\'T*>£. 

C00353 ISmmtonWetWRth t . 4 y 9 
7x-;U 7 0 0KfeS^#A£i:y-H7M 17 

04tMPui70i t cmx^mmn wro > heo 

06, 1 7 0 7#&12)SflSfc#K, \ 7 KF5-(m 
7 0 5 fca^ilJta»T-^ fcflg^TRflK? HUH 

[00 361 =5:fc, -kifrOiSK, AV9 9V9\Tl 

im^-y h i j h t \i-ftmzmf&ztixsz®simw 

y99>9iTt s s m^~/V UHtZftmmtzm 
IX. A y9tftt<tf>tzt%l l z-i y9 9V9 \TtiV 
*X&X'*bS.0<,Z{,Xi>&\\ 



[0 03 71 <4 yffi-hV viSlZ^X (06) > 
06«i, >f v??V9t^YtiMtW ! l%&i:4 >9ti 
-hO-yylJ C^afcfiWMWMHHIT** . 4 V 
^-h'J'/yUCIj, 06£*-f i?£, *SIMIK 
<r)®MX'4>7 9V9 ITtfE^'s-yHI JHfc##fit 

y 7 xHC fcfW«**lfcfc &Cli, ** 'J 7 i^'HCf!** 

tfiw»*iT*>9. zwamizx^x. i-jasoi? 

UleflK-y H I J Ha<&f6$*lT A y9tf*ift*1xb. 
[00383 =3r*5, 061C13VVT, 5 0 0li>f y^ttiiJ 

nwra*. 4 V99v? niziuytzm 
mihtixan. *<n4y?mmzx->x4y7tf& 

[00 39 3 <ieJJ^ yH I J HOb— H£>fflj£ 
(07~01 1 ) >ieHK-y H I JHKfi, AV9**t 

mht&<7>mt.<7>4>9*i&;xi\,wxT. jxivt 

[00403 5T, -tOt-^S!l^c|BSJ)tg8SEyNVl,X$r 

frhw&thox'hbtf. z<o%im!®x'i}&t-9m 
*mz\1}tb®m.Wi.>vvx<nm&i$titZ<i:bzt 
<nX'Z -9if— HtcHS^^TV^. 

[00413 ±a«coi?t. *<7>t-9m?iz®con% 

b 2o<omSS5: A^Jt 6 J: ? KHRfcllWW* £ k "C, 
[00423 07{ii-?ot-^^caSi:coffl&t,'? 

Qt&twxix-hx-tL bms&emxmmtii.z^-tmx- 
hb. 

[004 33 07 (a) fcjjttlUHWCJfttr t-^R 

Htc«i^ia^$^T ir^mtai i , ^iix i , 

•yf-Sl, S2tJ:»ytJ]}fiiTb-^RH<y)ifKft$:^Jffll 
•f&£t* 5 Tt'S. ££t', *mS[j®WRIffi^I 1 =2 
Xljfc-f&fc, X^f-y^-Sl, S200N/OFFO 

[00441 mm , UEJUWtWWUfc J: o tc, -Sffi 
fctot-^«8if t/wtt. ^-f yf-s lOON/OF 

6. 02^t?tJ:o?i:/^^m?S{i®Wc:^^ 
•yf-S2$rONL, <$UC -y^-S 2S-0FF-f &t 
tt»»Z. X'f ■v + SlZONI-bZtX'miX-Zb. z. 

<?)£o%x4 v+yrmmt. t-9RHZjy9tf?t 

[0 04 51 2*:, 07 (a) ^-flHlK^teV^T , ^ 
4 yf-SlRr/S2£ON$i2\ iJlC^'f S2SO 
FF itT. 07 (b) KSrf J:d*lBa»»fc 
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E7 (c)iz.ncrtmt, m2i,zijkit:%mmbm 

( b ) fc* L,/>:mSSjS»<Offl^^-ti-tc J: oT»fe*i & . 
aftWfctt, 07 (a) (ZinUciaS&KfcVvC. t-f 
t£8S#I,OKISlT1iX'f yf-S 1 SrOFF. x-f •y•*• 
s2iS^0Nfcu t-?m«w<i i + 1 i<oEiamx4 

•yf-SK S2£ONi:U t-^aii^EHT' 
Ji. yf-SUSON, y*-S2S:OFF-f4.fc 
0(cf&i|fi9t4,:i:lcJ:rh **>«8S»3BjW#<!>il4. 

[0046] nig<oiH]S8i:fc^T{i. z<nx 

SSff -ri>^ic. 8B£t4 J: 3 (c©)SHaI!8*<ie»^ y K 

KT'li. PUtf. 07 (c) iZ7jk+mZi±f&t&tz*> 
K08O7O— J-*- Mas* <t -J&SiJffliSrieff-f 4. 
Srfc. WtfclTC'ttX-Yyf-Sl. S2fcUcOFFt 

[0047]*?. Xf'i-rS 1 0-CliB#R3KmS:'<7 
V\ •WHt = t,fc:«r4fc. «lB|{SXT- yrS2 0lC3t 
A. >yf-S2*)*£ONtC-f&. .IfttJO, t- 
^TOWilifc**. ^-Ofi«l!VSI^T-yrS3 0lCji 

^Ofc^ttXr yrS4 0K5tO. 
(0 04 83 Xf-yrS4 0T(i. S^tCX^ yf-Sl 

6. -t<omS!ia{iXT yrS5 0(CjiAB#iag^$:?7 

uxf- vrseotzmts. x?v rs 6 orii. *4-y 

f-S2<OA£OFFfcrt4. ^WcJ:*). b-^«8S»i 
I,C:$:4. 

[004 93 *<0ft, S&aJi^f"yrS7 0tJi^[a 
WBfcfrK B*#J#t = t,Kfr4^£^£;b-ti\ * 

cofS5aa«xf--yrs8otjio. xf'vrssot 

te. S^KX-f -y^S liOFF£-t4. CflKJ:^ 
t-*£SStt "0" K£4. 
[00 50 3 ^Oi^^ffll^#t-^^(craLT. 
ttiteWfl-iikfcJ: 1 ?. £t-?*?<0#ttt;:J5t 

SCOT'S 4. 4fc. £«»IWI3IIWIW*MU KftS 

6. Srfc. 07 ( c ) (c*-r^<ij>< ZX'-mxh 
0, X-f 7fSl.S2«ON/OFF^^ SV^Sr^ 

fcgithzbX'f&'tn&J&tf&.&.Zti&zkltllio tX' 

[ 0 0 5 1 3 5 <b{C^5S^mo5^V^aae<7)±« 

&tzV><r)%tetim<0&*?*.4 -y tB^tfj^. 
[00 523 09(il-?cOt-^^tc«ieLT3o«O 

ffitct •jt^^ixsmss^^ w<o0n?r^-r 0t-«> 



4. 

[OO53109£fcWt, UM*[E]86filj££. 
( b ) <i*co088fc«fc oT4^$flfct-^mS5iS«S- 
*l/0»4. 09 (b) (,Zmt£o%W&Z&8.thtz 
tf>K»i. 09 (a) tC^DtHIS8(CfcV>-C, ^85®*' 
£>«fc$ft4«SSffi<0M(S§\ I, = 2XI, = 2XI, 
i2:4J:-5t;:i£SgU fi1»tc (t = t, ) X4 yf-S 
1. S2£ON$i!\ act; (t = t,) M7tS2<^) 
ASrOFF. Sfcfc (t = t 3 ) >U-y?-Sl$:OFF 
LTX4 y?-S2£ON$tf, (t = t,) *4 

[00541 Z<T>1 o £mSS25<9^i8<lK.tf <e«9g(£X 

ihztx\ m<*%mffi&mzmtu-rztwx'$h. 

[0055 3 01 0\i, 07 (a) fcjpLfcElKwS* 
flllS?rJ:OSi4cW(ct^@reoffifi!c0-C'J>«.. «r«. IE 
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Abstract of JP2000246900 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To ensure 
stabilized ink ejection while enhancing 
durability by providing circuits for varying the 
waveform of a current pulse for driving 
electrothermal conversion elements in 
correspondence with a plurality of 
electrothermal conversion elements on an 
identical substrate. SOLUTION: An NMOS 
transistor M1, a constant current 101 and an 
amplifier Buf constitute a reference current 
generating section 100 on the reference side 
of a current mirror circuit. A plurality of heater 
elements RH, NMOS transistors M2, M2A 
provided for respective heater elements RH, 
inverts 201, 202, and the like, constitute a 
heater array 200. Furthermore, a control circuit 
300 is provided in order to control the 
operation of a circuit for varying the waveform 
of a driving current pulse or turning the driving 
current pulse on/off. The control circuit 300 is 
provided on a heater board mounting a 
plurality of heater elements in correspondence 
with a plurality of ink jet nozzles in a recording 
head. 





20l 



firrT 



-300 



Data supplied from the esp@cenet database - Worldwide 



http://v3.espacenet.com/textdoc?DB=EPODOC&IDX=JP2000246900&F=0 



2/4/2008 



JP, 2000-246900, A [FULL CONTENTS] 

* • . » 



Page 1 of 26 



Disclaimer: 

This English translation is produced by machine translation and may contain errors.The JPO, the INPIT, and and those who 
drafted this document in the original language are not responsible for the result of the translation. 

Notes: 

1. Untranslatable words are replaced with asterisks (****). 

2. Texts in the figures are not translated and shown as it is. 

Translated: 00:57:14 JST 02/05/2008 
Dictionary: Last updated 01/18/2008 / Priority: 



FULL CONTENTS 
[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] Input a current pulse into an electric heat conversion element, drive said electric heat 
conversion element, generate heat, and ink is heated. Are the recording head which records 
by carrying out discharge of said ink, and since said electric heat conversion element is driven, 
a current pulse is generated. The recording head characterized by preparing the electric heat 
conversion element and said circuit of said plurality on the same board while having the circuit 
to which the waveform of said current pulse is changed, having two or more said electric heat 
conversion elements and having said circuit corresponding to said each of two or more electric 
heat conversion elements. 

[Claim 2] The 1st switch for said circuit to energize the current from the 1st current generator 
which generates current with the 1st value, and said 1st current generator, The 2nd current 
generator which generates current with the 2nd value, and the 2nd switch for energizing the 
current from said 2nd current generator, It is the recording head according to claim 1 
characterized by connecting said 1st and 2nd current generators to said electric heat 
conversion element in series, respectively including the control circuit which controls on--off of 
said 1st and 2nd switches. 

[Claim 3] The recording head according to claim 2 characterized by impressing predetermined 
power supply voltage to one end of said electric heat conversion element, and connecting said 
1st and 2nd switches to the other end of said electric heat conversion element. 
[Claim 4] Said 1st switch and said 1st current generator are constituted from the 1st MOS 
transistor. It is the recording head according to claim 2 characterized by constituting said 2nd 
switch and said 2nd current generator from the 2nd MOS transistor, and said control circuit 
controlling the gate potential of the 1st and 2nd MOS transistors. 

[Claim 5] Predetermined power supply voltage is impressed to one end of said electric heat 
conversion element, and the other end of said electric heat conversion element is connected to 
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the drain terminal of said 1st and 2nd MOS transistors. The source terminal of said 1st and 
2nd MOS transistors is grounded, and [ said control circuit ] The recording head according to 
claim 4 characterized by controlling the current energized for said electric heat conversion 
element using ON resistance of said turned-on MOS transistor while controlling the number of 
the MOS transistors made to turn on. 

[Claim 6] The 1st switch which carries out series connection to the end of said electric heat 
conversion element in said circuit, The 2nd switch which carries out series connection to the 
end of said electric heat conversion element, and the constant voltage power supply which 
carries out series connection to said 2nd switch are included. It is the recording head 
according to claim 1 characterized by grounding one end of said 1st switch, and one end of 
said constant voltage power supply by impressing predetermined power supply voltage to the 
other end of said electric heat conversion element. 

[Claim 7] The 1st switch which carries out series connection to the end of said electric heat 
conversion element in said circuit, It is the recording head according to claim 1 characterized 
by impressing the 1st power supply voltage and 2nd power supply voltage to one end of each 
of said 1st and 2nd switches, and grounding the other end of said electric heat conversion 
element including the 2nd switch which carries out series connection to one end of said electric 
heat conversion element. 

[Claim 8] The recording head according to claim 7 characterized by connecting a voltage 
amplifier further between said each of 1st and 2nd switches and said electric heat conversion 
element. 

[Claim 9] Said circuit is a recording head according to claim 1 characterized by constituting 
using current Miller circuit and changing the waveform of said current pulse based on the 
standard current of said current Miller circuit. 

[Claim 10] Said circuit The 1st MOS transistor and the 2nd MOS transistor, It has further the 
1st and 2nd switch circuit for driving said 1st and 2nd MOS transistors, respectively. Series 
connection of the drain terminal of each of said 1st and 2nd MOS transistors is carried out to 
the end of said electric heat conversion element. Predetermined power supply voltage is 
impressed to the other end of said electric heat conversion element, and the source terminal of 
said 1st and 2nd MOS transistors is grounded. It is the recording head according to claim 9 
characterized by connecting with said standard current or grounding the gate terminal of said 
1st and 2nd MOS transistors through the said 1st and 2nd switch circuits, respectively. 
[Claim 1 1] The 1st current generator in which said circuit generates the 1st standard current, 
and the 2nd current generator which generates the 2nd standard current, The MOS transistor 
corresponding to said electric heat conversion element each, and the switch circuit for driving 
said MOS transistor, The 1st switch for energizing said 1st standard current in said switch 
circuit, It has the 2nd switch for energizing said 2nd standard current in said switch circuit. 

http://dossierl.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejje?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdossierl.ipdl.... 2/4/2008 



JP, 2000-246900, A [FULL CONTENTS] 



Page 3 of 26 



Series connection of the drain terminal of said MOS transistor is carried out to the end of said 
electric heat conversion element. Predetermined power supply voltage is impressed to the 
other end of said electric heat conversion element, and the source terminal of said MOS 
transistor is grounded, and [ the gate terminal of said MOS transistor ] The recording head 
according to claim 1 characterized by connecting with said 1st [ the ] and/, or the 2nd standard 
current, or being grounded through said switch circuit. 

[Claim 12] Recording equipment which records using a recording head according to claim 1 to 
11. 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the recording head which records especially 
according to an ink-jet method, and the recording equipment using the recording head about 
the recording equipment which used a recording head and its recording head. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] What had a fixed current value as shown in drawing 14 
conventionally as a drive current pulse of the electric heat conversion element (heater) 
mounted in the recording head according to the ink-jet method carried in recording equipment 
is common. 

[0003] It turns out that the foaming phenomenon of stable ink is acquired by on the other hand 

driving a heater, changing a current value as shown in JP.H5-1 16341 ,A. 

[0004] 

[Problem to be solved by the invention] However, by the drive method of the above-mentioned 
conventional example, since the current value had transmitted the current pulse which 
changes in time from the recording equipment which carries a recording head, there was a 
problem that the control interface between recording equipment and a recording head became 
complicated, or the processing burden by the side of recording equipment became large. 
[0005] When driving using an especially different wave-like current pulse for every heater of a 
recording head, the control interface had the problem of becoming still more complicated. 
[0006] This invention was made in view of the above-mentioned conventional example, and 
aims at offering the recording head which can control the current value of the pulse for driving 
the heater mounted in the recording head by the inside of a recording head, and the recording 
equipment using the recording head. 
[0007] 

[Means for solving problem] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, the recording 
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head of this invention consists of the following composition. 

[0008] Namely, input a current pulse into an electric heat conversion element, drive said 
electric heat conversion element, generate heat, and ink is heated. Are the recording head 
which records by carrying out discharge of said ink, and since said electric heat conversion 
element is driven, a current pulse is generated. While having the circuit to which the waveform 
of said current pulse is changed, having two or more said electric heat conversion elements 
and having said Circuit corresponding to said each of two or more electric heat conversion 
elements, it has the recording head characterized by preparing the electric heat conversion 
element and said circuit of said plurality on the same board. 

[0009] Now, there are various embodiments as concrete composition of said circuit, and it is 
below as follows. 

[0010] (1) The 1st current generator which generates the current in which the circuit has the 
1st value, The 1st switch for energizing the current from said 1st current generator, Including 
the 2nd current generator which generates current with the 2nd value, the 2nd switch for 
energizing the current from the 2nd current generator, and the control circuit which controls on- 
-off of the 1st and 2nd switches, the 1st and 2nd current generators are constituted, 
respectively so that series connection may be carried out to an electric heat conversion 
element. 

[001 1] In this case, it is desirable to impress predetermined power supply voltage to one end of 
said electric heat conversion element, and to connect the 1st and 2nd switches to the other 
end of that electric heat conversion element. 

[0012] Moreover, while the 1st switch and 1st current generator are constituted from the 1st 
MOS transistor, the 2nd switch and 2nd current generator are constituted from the 2nd MOS 
transistor, and you may make it a control circuit control the gate potential of the 1st and 2nd 
MOS transistors. In this case, predetermined power supply voltage is impressed to one end of 
an electric heat conversion element, and the other end of that electric heat conversion element 
is connected to the drain terminal of the 1st and 2nd MOS transistors. The source terminal of 
the 1st and 2nd MOS transistors is grounded, and it is desirable to control the current 
energized for an electric heat conversion element using ON resistance of the turned-on MOS 
transistor while said control circuit controls the number of the MOS transistors made to turn on. 

[0013] (2) The 1st switch which carries out series connection to the end of an electric heat 
conversion element in the circuit, Including the 2nd switch which carries out series connection 
to one end of an electric heat conversion element, and the constant voltage power supply 
which carries out series connection to the 2nd switch, predetermined power supply voltage is 
impressed to the other end of the electric heat conversion element, and you may constitute 
one end of the 1st switch, and one end of a constant voltage power supply so that it may be 
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grounded. 

[0014] (3) The 1st switch which carries out series connection to the end of an electric heat 
conversion element in the circuit, Including the 2nd switch which carries out series connection 
to one end of an electric heat conversion element, to one end of each 1st and 2nd switches, 
the 1st power supply voltage and 2nd power supply voltage may be impressed, and at it, you 
may constitute the other end of an electric heat conversion element so that it may ground. In 
this case, between each 1st and 2nd switches and an electric heat conversion element, you 
may connect a voltage amplifier further. 

[0015] (4) The circuit is constituted using current Miller circuit, and you may make it change the 
waveform of a current pulse based on the standard current of the current Miller circuit. Said 
circuit In this case, the 1st MOS transistor and the 2nd MOS transistor, It has further the 1st 
and 2nd switch circuit for driving the 1st and 2nd MOS transistors, respectively. Series 
connection of the drain terminal of each 1st and 2nd MOS transistors is carried out to the end 
of an electric heat conversion element. Impress predetermined power supply voltage to the 
other end of the electric heat conversion element, ground the source terminal of the 1st and 
2nd MOS transistors, and the 1st and 2nd switch circuits are minded for the gate terminal of 
the 1st and 2nd MOS transistors, respectively. You may constitute so that it may connect with 
standard current or may ground. 

[0016] (5) The 1st current generator in which the circuit generates the 1st standard current, 
and the 2nd current generator which generates the 2nd standard current, The MOS transistor 
corresponding to electric heat conversion element each, and the switch circuit for driving the 
MOS transistor, The 1st switch for energizing the 1st standard current in the switch circuit, It 
has the 2nd switch for energizing the 2nd standard current in the switch circuit. While carrying 
out series connection of the drain terminal of the MOS transistor to one end of an electric heat 
conversion element, impressing predetermined power supply voltage to the other end of the 
electric heat conversion element and grounding the source terminal of a MOS transistor You 
may constitute so that it may connect with the 1st and/, or the 2nd standard current or the gate 
terminal of a MOS transistor may be grounded through said switch circuit. 
[0017] Moreover, according to other invention, it has the recording equipment which records 
using the recording head of the above composition. 

[0018] This invention is controlled by the above composition using the circuit which it had in the- 
recording head to change the waveform of the current pulse for driving an electric heat 
conversion element. 
[0019] 

[Mode for carrying out the invention] With reference to an accompanying drawing, the suitable 
embodiment of this invention is explained in detail below. 

[0020] explanation ( drawing 1 - drawing 3 ) of a fundamental view> - the characteristic 



http://dossierl.ipdl.inpit.go jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgLejje?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdossierl.ipdl.... 2/4/2008 



JP, 2000-246900, A [FULL CONTENTS] 



Page 6 of 26 



concept of this invention is explained first. 

[0021] There are various embodiments in the circuit for changing the pulse current wave type 
for driving the record element (for example, heater) of a recording head. 
[0022] Drawing 1 is the figure showing the example of representation of the circuit for changing 
pulse current wave type. 

[0023] Each of three circuits shown in drawing 1 is that a switch S1 and S2 turn on and off, 
respectively, and is controlling the current which flows into Heater RH. For example, in the 
circuit shown in drawing 1 (a), supposing the switch S1 turns on, the current of VH/RH (=11) 
will flow into Heater RH. Next, the current of (VH-V1) / RH (=12) will flow into the period which 
the switch S2 turns on. Therefore, after making a switch S2 turn on, a switch S2 is made to 
turn off and it becomes possible to send wave-like heater current as shown in drawing 2 by 
making a switch S1 turn on. 

[0024] Moreover, the circuit shown in drawing 1 (b) fixes the end of Heater RH to the ground 
level GND, and he is trying to change heater current by switching two terminal voltage by the 
side of right [ of Heater RH ] (VH, VHL) with switches S1 and S2. In this composition, two kinds 
of power supplies are needed. 

[0025] Furthermore, the circuit shown in drawing 1 (c) connected the right side edge child of 
Heater RH to the output of Amplifier BUF, and voltage V1 which is different in the input 
terminal of the amplifier BUF, and V2 have taken the composition to which it is given through a 
switch S1 and S2, respectively. 

[0026] Here, the input voltage value is not limited to two kinds. Since the input voltage value 
V1 and the input signal impedance corresponding to V2 may be comparatively high in this 
composition, as compared with the circuit composition shown in drawing 1 (b), the power 
supply which drives Heater RH is good at one kind. 

[0027] Drawing 3 is the figure which expressed the circuit of composition of being shown in 
drawing 1 (c) in detail. 

[0028] According to the composition shown in drawing 3 , Heater RH is driven by the source 
follower circuit having contained the NMOS transistor M0. The gate input switches by a 
transmission gate T1 , T2, and T3, and the voltage of V1-VthM0 and V2-VthM0 is impressed to 
the right terminal of Heater RH, respectively. Moreover, when making a heater turn off, the 
ground level GND is given to the gate terminal of the NMOS transistor M0. Thereby, since the 
NMOS transistor M0 is turned off, it does not flow into Heater RH through current. 
[0029] In the above circuits, various heater current waveforms can be anyway obtained by 
controlling ON/OFF of switches S1 and S2. 

[0030] Next, the recording head incorporating the circuit which can generate such various 
heater current waveforms, and the recording equipment which records further using the 
recording head are explained. 
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[0031] Approximate account [ of the main part of equipment ] ( drawing 4 )> drawing 4 is the 
appearance perspective view showing the outline of the composition of the ink-jet printer IJRA 
which is the form of typical operation of this invention. The carriage HC engaged to the spiral 
slot 5004 of the lead screw 5005 which is interlocked with right reverse rotation of the drive 
motor 5013, and is rotated through the driving force transfer gears 5009-501 1 in drawing 4 has 
a pin (un-illustrating). It is supported by the guide rail 5003 and both-way movement of Arrow a 
and the direction of b is carried out. The integral-type ink-jet cartridge IJC which built in the 
recording head IJH and the ink tank IT is carried in Carriage HC. 5002 is a paper control 
board, continues in the move direction of Carriage HC, and presses the record paper P to a 
platen 5000. 5007 and 5008 are photo-couplers and are a home position detector for checking 
existence [ in this region of the lever 5006 of a carriage ], and performing the hand-of-cut 
change of a motor 5013 etc. 5016 is the member which supports the cap member 5022 which 
caps the front of the recording head IJH, and 5015 is the suction apparatus which attracts the 
inside of this cap, and performs suction recovery of a recording head through the opening 
5023 in a cap. 5017 is a cleaning blade, 5019 is a member which enables movement of this 
blade in the direction of order, and these are supported by the main part support plate 5018. It 
cannot be overemphasized that not this form but a well-known cleaning blade can apply a 
blade to this example. Moreover, it is a lever for starting suction of suction recovery, and it 
moves with movement of the cam 5020 which engages with a carriage, and, as for 5021 , move 
control of the driving force from a drive motor is carried out by well-known transfer 
mechanisms, such as a clutch change. 

[0032] [ recovery / when a carriage comes to the field by the side of a home position, these 
capping, cleaning, and suction recovery are constituted so that a request can be processed by 
operation of the lead screw 5005 in those correspondence positions, but ] If it is made to 
operate to well-known timing about a request, each is applicable to this example. 
[0033] The control composition for performing explanation ( drawing 5 ) of control 
composition^ next record control of equipment mentioned above is explained. 
[0034] Drawing 5 is the block diagram showing the composition of the control circuit of ink-jet 
printer IJRA. In drawing 5 , ROM which stores the control program in which MPU performs the 
interface whose 1700 inputs a record signal, and 1701, and MPU 1701 perform 1702, and 1703 
are DRAMs which save various data (record data supplied to the above-mentioned record 
signal or a recording head). 1704 is a gate array (G. A.) which performs supply control of the 
record data to the recording head IJH, and also performs data transfer control between an 
interface 1700, MPU1701, and RAMI 703. A carrier motor for 1710 to convey the recording 
head IJH and 1709 are the conveyance motors for recording form conveyance. The head 
driver with which 1705 drives the recording head IJH, and 1706 and 1707 are the motor drivers 
for driving the conveyance motor 1709 and the carrier motor 1710, respectively. 
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[0035] If operation of the above-mentioned control composition is explained, and a record 
signal goes into an interface 1700, a record signal will be changed into the record data for a 
print between a gate array 1704 and MPU1701. And while the motor drivers 1706 and 1707 
drive, the recording head IJH drives according to the record data sent to the head driver 1705, 
and record is performed. 

[0036] In addition, although it is formed in [ an ink tank IT and the recording head IJH ] one as 
mentioned above and the exchangeable ink cartridge IJC may be constituted, it constitutes 
possible [ separation of these ink tanks IT and the recording head IJH ]. When ink is lost, you 
may enable it to exchange only an ink tank IT. 

[0037] It is the appearance perspective view showing the composition of the ink cartridge IJC 
from which > drawing 6 can separate an ink tank and a head about < ink cartridge ( drawing 
6 ). The ink cartridge IJC can separate an ink tank IT and the recording head IJH in the 
position of a boundary line K, as shown in drawing 6 . When this is carried in an ink cartridge 
IJC at Carriage HC, the electrode (un-illustrating) for receiving the electric signal supplied from 
the Carriage HC side is prepared, by this electric signal, the recording head IJH drives as 
mentioned above, and ink is breathed out. 

[0038] In addition, in drawing 6 , 500 is a row of ink outlet ports. Moreover, in order to hold ink 
to an ink tank IT, the shape of quality of a fiber or a porous ink absorber is formed, and ink is 
held by the ink absorber. 

[0039] [ the composition / of the heater board of the recording head IJH / ( drawing 7 - 
drawing 1 1 )> recording head IJH ] Two or more ink discharge nozzles (henceforth a nozzle) 
for carrying out discharge of the ink are prepared, and two or more heater elements are 
mounted on the same substrate (heater board) corresponding to the nozzle each. 
[0040] Now, although ink is heated and discharge of the ink is carried out from a nozzle by 
inputting a drive current pulse into that heater element, in this embodiment, the control circuit 
to which the waveform of the drive current pulse inputted for every heater element can be 
changed is mounted in the heater board. 

[0041] As mentioned above, various wave-like current pulses are generable with constituting a 
circuit so that two current from which a value differs may be inputted into the heater element. 
[0042] Drawing 7 is the figure showing the fundamental composition of the circuit which can 
input the current pulse which has two or more values in one heater element. 
[0043] According to the circuit shown in drawing 7 (a), the current generators 11 and 12 set up 
beforehand can be switched to Heater RH by a switch S1 and S2, and generation of heat of 
Heater RH can be controlled. Here, if the relation of each source of current is set to 11=2x12, 
the thing of switch S1 and S2 for which various current is sent according to the state of 
ON/OFF is possible. 

[0044] For example, as the conventional example explained, the heater current pulse with a 
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steady value can obtain the waveform by the thing of a switch S1 to do for ON/OFF switching. 
Moreover, while pulse current as shown in drawing 2 turns on a switch S2 first, next turning off 
a switch S2, it is realizable by turning on a switch S1. Such switching control is effective in 
generation of the preheating pulse which warms Heater RH to the grade to which ink does not 
foam. 

[0045] Moreover, in the circuit shown in drawing 7 (a), switches S1 and S2 can be made to be 
able to turn on, and a current wave form as shown in drawing 7 (b) can be obtained by next 
making a switch S2 turn off. This current wave form can be used as a means for heating 
Heater RH quickly. Moreover, the waveform shown in drawing 7 (c) is obtained with the 
combination of a current wave form shown in the current wave form shown in drawing 2 , and 
drawing 7 (b). In the circuit shown in drawing 7 (a), heater current specifically turns off a switch 

51 in the section of 12. The current wave form is obtained by controlling a switch S1 to turn off 
ON and a switch S2 in the section of heater current 11 by setting a switch S2 to ON and heater 
current setting a switch S1 and S2 to ON in the section of 11+12. 

[0046] In an actual circuit, the control circuit is prepared on the heater board of the recording 
head IJH so that it may mention later, in order to perform such control, and in order to, 
generate the waveform shown in drawing 7 (c) for example, control as shown in the flow chart 
of drawing 8 is performed in the control circuit. In addition, suppose that it is a switch S1 and 

52 OFF in the state of the first stage. 

[0047] First, at Step S10, if time surveillance is performed and it is set to time t=t1 , processing 
will progress to Step S20 and will turn ON only a switch S2. Thereby, heater current is set to 
12. The post-processing progresses to Step S30, time surveillance is performed, it waits that 
time is set to t=t2, and the post-processing progresses to Step S40. 
[0048] At Step S40, a switch S1 is also turned ON further. Thereby, heater current is set to 
11+12. The post-processing progresses to Step S50, time surveillance is performed, it waits 
that time is set to t=t3, and the post-processing progresses to Step S60. Only a switch S2 is 
turned OFF at Step S60. Thereby, heater current is set to 11 . 

[0049] Then, processing progresses to Step S70, time surveillance is performed, it waits that 
time is set to t=t4, and the post-processing progresses to Step S80. At Step S80, a switch S1 
is also turned OFF further. Thereby, heater current is set to "0." 

[0050] By performing such control independently about each heater element, the pulse current 
wave type according to the characteristic of each heater element can be generated, and the 
heater element can be driven. Moreover, operation of this control circuit is realized by 
transmitting a control signal to a recording head from recording equipment. In addition, the 
waveform shown in drawing 7 (c) is an example to the last, and it cannot be overemphasized 
that various waveforms are generated by changing a switch S1 and the ON/OFF timing of S2. 
[0051] In addition, what is necessary is just to increase the number of the current generators 
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for generating the current pulse inputted into each heater element RH, and the number of 
switches for generation of a still more complicated current pulse shape. 
[0052] Drawing 9 is the figure showing the composition of the circuit equipped with three 
switches and three current generators corresponding to one heater element, and the example 
of the current pulse shape generated by the circuit. 

[0053] In drawing 9 , (a) shows the heater current waveform by which (b) was generated by the 
circuit in circuit composition. In order to generate a waveform as shown in drawing 9 (b) [ the 
relation of the current value supplied from a current generator ] in the circuit shown in drawing 
9 (a) Set up so that it may be set to 11=2x12=2x13, and a switch (t=t1) S1 and S2 are made to 
turn on first, next (t=t2), the switch S2 - OFF -- turning off a switch S1 further (t=t3) and 
making a switch S2 turn on - the last - switches (t=t4) S1-S3 -- what is necessary is just to 
make all turn on 

[0054] Thus, various current wave forms can be made by changing the current value of the 
source of current, and its number. 

[0055] Drawing 10 is the composition figure of the circuit which made more concrete basic 
composition of the circuit shown in drawing 7 (a). In addition, although the drive control circuit 
for driving the shift register, the latch circuitry, and each heater element for storing temporarily 
the record data transmitted from recording equipment etc. is mounted in the heater board of 
the recording head IJH Since these circuit composition is well-known, the composition figure is 
omitted and also omits the explanation here. Therefore, the following explanation explains only 
the composition of a circuit required in order to change the waveform of the drive current pulse 
inputted into each heater element. 

[0056] In drawing 10 , 100 is a heater array which consists of a standard current generation 
part which becomes the reference side of the NMOS transistor M1, the constant current circuit 
101, and the current Miller circuit that consists of amplifiers Buf, and a heater element of 
plurality [ 200 ]. In addition, the circuit composition for changing the waveform of the drive 
current pulse supplied to a heater element is illustrated here only about one heater element (it 
is related with a picture and is 1 pixel), in order to simplify explanation, since it is the same 
composition to each heater element. Moreover, the control circuit which controls operation of a 
circuit for 300 to change the waveform of a drive current pulse, or for a drive current pulse 
carry out ON/OFF control, VDD, and VH are [ bias voltage and GND of power supply voltage 
and VBias ] ground voltage. 

[0057] The heater array 200 consists of the NMOS transistor M2, M2A, inverters 201 and 202, 
switch S1A, S1B and switch S2A, and S2B for every heater element RH. 
[0058] In this embodiment, the current sent through Heater RH is as large as several 10mA - 
100mA of numbers, and the physical size of the NMOS transistor M2 and NMOS transistor 
M2A also becomes large inevitably. Since it is useless current which is passing the standard 
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current generation part 100 as a reference to it If relation between the current from the 
constant current circuit 101, and the NMOS transistor M2 and the current of M2A is set to 
Iref =11/50=12/25 in order to make this current small The NMOS transistor M1 , M2, and the 
physical size ratio of M2A are also reasonable also like a layout pattern when being set to 
1 :50:25 and carrying out design manufacture of the circuit. 

[0059] In addition, you may mount a circuit as shown in drawing 1 1 in the heater board of the 
recording head IJH as a modification of the circuit composition shown in drawing 7 (a) and 
drawing 10 . Its attention is paid especially to the circuit shown in drawing 1 1 at the preheating 
pulse in double pulse control. In addition, in drawing 11 , the same reference number and the 
same sign are given to the same constituent factor as the circuit shown in drawing 7 (a) and 
drawing 10 , and the explanation is omitted. 

[0060] In drawing 1 1 (a), 13 is a current generator for preheating. In the circuit shown in 
drawing 1 1 (a), only a switch S2 is turned ON, Heater RH is heated just before foaming, while 
turning ON a switch S1 after that, a switch S2 is turned OFF, and Heater RH is driven with the 
current of VH/RH. 

[0061] Drawing 1 1 (b) is the composition figure of the circuit which made more concrete basic 
composition of the circuit shown in drawing 11 (a). Since the gate of the NMOS transistor M2 is 
switching operation of switch S1A and S1B, this circuit is the same as the circuit shown in 
drawing 10 except connecting with voltage VHT. 

[0062] Thus, since a heater element is driven, the mirror side of current Miller circuit is used, 
and a control circuit controls ON/OFF of a switch to obtain arbitrary waveforms. By using such 
a circuit, the scale target of a circuit required in order to change a current pulse shape can be 
made small, and it ** also to cost reduction. 

[0063] Therefore, since the circuit which can change the current pulse shape for driving a 
heater for every heater element to the heater board of a recording head is mounted according 
to the embodiment explained above, load sharing of processing can be planned by making the 
control by the side of recording equipment perform by a recording head. 
[0064] In addition, in the embodiment explained above, although the example to which a 
current pulse shape is changed using two NMOS transistors was explained to one heater 
element, this invention is not limited by this. For example, as shown in drawing 12 , the 
standard current generation part 100 which generates the reference current of current Miller 
circuit is equipped with two constant current circuits 101,102. You may control a current wave 
form by the standard current generation part 100 side by controlling two constant current Irefl 
and Iref2 by two switches S1 and S2, respectively, by such composition, the heater array 200 
side receives each heater element RH1, RH2, and .... every one NMOS transistor M2 and 
M3 .... two switch S1A, S1B, S2A, and S2B .... and the control circuit 301 which controls 
operation of this transistor that what is necessary is just to have one inverter 201 and 202 .... 
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can simplify circuit composition more that what is necessary is just to carry out ON/OFF control 
of each transistor. 

[0065] Moreover, you may control each heater element RH using two NMOS transistors M10 
and the switch which consists of M1 1 to be shown in drawing 13 . Since the NMOS transistor 
M10 and M11 have limited ON resistance (RM10, RM11), heater current (IH) is determined 
with the value of the sum of heater resistance and ON resistance. 

[0066] In order to obtain a heater current waveform as followed, for example, shown in drawing 
2 Physical size of the transistor of the NMOS transistors M10 and M1 1 is made equal. The 
control circuit 302 is good to be made to perform ON/OFF control of a transistor so that only 
the NMOS transistor M10 may be made to turn on first, next the NMOS transistors M10 and 
M11 may be turned on. 

[0067] In addition, in the above embodiment, although it was explained that the drop breathed 
out from a recording head was ink, and it was explained that the liquid further accommodated 
in an ink tank was ink, the accommodation thing is not limited to ink. For example, in order to 
raise the fixability and water resistance of a record picture or to raise the picture quality, a thing 
like the processing liquid breathed out to a recording medium may be accommodated in the ink 
tank. 

[0068] Especially the above embodiment is equipped with means (for example, an electric heat 
conversion object, laser light, etc.) to generate thermal energy as energy exploited also in an 
ink-jet recording method in order to make ink discharge perform. The densification of record 
and highly minute-ization can be attained by using the method which makes the change of 
state of ink occur by said thermal energy. 

[0069] About the typical composition and typical principle, what is performed using the 
fundamental principle currently indicated by the U.S. Pat. No. 4723129 Description and the 
4740796 Description, for example is desirable. Although this method is applicable to both what 
is called a type on demand and a continuous system [ the electric heat conversion object 
which is especially arranged corresponding to the sheet and liquid route where the liquid (ink) 
is held in the on-demand type case ] By impressing at least one drive signal which gives the 
rapid rise in heat which supports recorded information and exceeds film boiling Since make an 
electric heat conversion object generate thermal energy, the thermal action side of a recording 
head is made to produce film boiling and the air bubbles in the liquid (ink) corresponding to this 
drive signal at 1 to 1 can be formed as a result, it is effective. A liquid (ink) is made to breathe 
out through the opening for discharge by growth of these air bubbles, and contraction, and at 
least one drop is formed. Since growth contraction of air bubbles will be appropriately 
performed instancy in this drive signal if pulse form is carried out, the discharge of a liquid (ink) 
excellent in especially the response can be attained, and it is more desirable. 
[0070] As a drive signal of this pulse form, what is written in the U.S. Pat. No. 4463359 
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Description and the 4345262 Description is suitable. In addition, if the conditions written in the 
U.S. Pat. No. 4313124 Description of invention about the rate of a rise in heat of the above- 
mentioned thermal action side are adopted, further excellent record can be performed. 
[0071] A discharge mouth which is indicated by each above-mentioned Description as 
composition of a recording head, The composition using the U.S. Pat. No. 4558333 
Description and U.S. Pat. No. 4459600 Description which indicate the composition arranged to 
the field to which a liquid route and a thermal action side other than the combination 
composition (a straight line-like liquid flow channel or right-angled liquid flow channel) of an 
electric heat conversion object are crooked is also included in this invention. In addition, two or 
more electric heat conversion objects are received. It is good also as composition based on 
JP,S59-138461,A which indicates the composition whose opening which absorbs the pressure 
wave of JP,S59-123670,A or thermal energy which indicates the composition which uses a 
common slot as the discharge part of an electric heat conversion object is made to correspond 
to a discharge part. 

[0072] furthermore, as a recording head of the full line type which has the length corresponding 
to the width of the maximum recording medium which can record recording equipment Any of 
the composition which fills the length with the combination of two or more recording heads 
which are indicated by the Description mentioned above, and the composition as one 
recording head formed in one are sufficient. 

[0073] [ in addition, the thing with which not only the recording head of the cartridge type with 
which the ink tank was formed in the recording head itself explained by the above-mentioned 
embodiment in one but the main part of equipment is equipped ] The electric connection with 
the main part of equipment and supply of the ink from the main part of equipment may use the 
recording head of the exchangeable chip type which becomes possible. 
[0074] Moreover, since record operation is further made to stability, it is desirable to add the 
recovery means against a recording head, a preliminary means, etc. to the composition of the 
recording equipment explained above. If these are mentioned concretely, there is a preliminary 
heating means by the capping means, the cleaning means, the pressurization or the suction 
means, the electric heat conversion object, the heating elements different from this, or such 
combination over a recording head etc. Moreover, it is effective in order to perform record 
where having the auxiliary discharge appearance mode which performs discharge different . 
from record was also stabilized. 

[0075] Furthermore, by constituting not only the record mode of only mainstream colors, such 
as black, but a recording head in one as record mode of recording equipment, even with two or 
more combination, although it is good, it can also be considered as equipment equipped with 
full color at least one by the double color color of a different color, or mixed colors. 
[0076] In the form of the operation explained above although it is explaining as a premise that 
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ink is a liquid Even if it is ink solidified by room temperature or less than it, you may use what is 
softened or liquefied at room temperature. Or by an ink-jet method, since what carries out 
temperature control is common as more than 30 degreeC performs temperature adjustment for 
ink itself by within the limits below 70 degreeC and it is in the stable discharge range about the 
viscosity of ink, ink should just make the shape of liquid at the time of use record signal grant. 
[0077] In addition, in order to prevent positively by making **** by thermal energy use it 
positively as energy of the change of state from the solid state of ink to a liquid state, or in 
order to prevent evaporation of ink, you may use the ink which solidifies in the state of neglect 
and is liquefied by heating. Anyway, ink liquefies by grant according to the record signal of 
thermal energy. This invention can be applied also when using the ink of the character which 
will not be liquefied without grant of thermal energies, such as that by which liquefied ink is 
breathed out, and a thing which it already begins to solidify when reaching a recording 
medium. In such a case, ink is good for a porous sheet crevice or a penetration hole which is 
indicated to JP.S54-56847.A or JP,S60-71260,A also as liquefied or a form which counters to 
an electric heat conversion object in the state where it was held as a solid. In this invention, the 
most effective thing performs the film boiling method mentioned above to each ink mentioned 
above. 

[0078] furthermore - in addition, as a form of the recording equipment concerning this 
invention, although prepared in one or another object as the picture outgoing end end of 
information management systems, such as a computer, you may take the form of the copy 
equipment combined with others, a leader, etc., and the facsimile machine which has 
transmission-and-reception ****** further. 

[0079] In addition, even if it applies this invention to the system which consists of two or more 
apparatus (for example, a host computer, interface apparatus, a leader, a printer, etc.), you 
may apply it to the equipment (for example, a copying machine, a facsimile machine, etc.) 
which consists of one apparatus. 

[0080] [ the purpose of this invention / moreover, the storage (or recording medium) which 
recorded the program code of the software which realizes the function of an embodiment 
mentioned above ] It cannot be overemphasized that it is attained, also when a system or 
equipment is supplied and the computer (or CPU and MPU) of the system or equipment reads 
and executes the program code stored in the storage. In this case, the function of an 
embodiment which the program code itself read from the storage mentioned above will be 
realized, and the storage which memorized that program code will constitute this invention. 
Moreover, by executing the program code which the computer read The function of an 
embodiment mentioned above is not only realized, but it is based on directions of the program 
code. It cannot be overemphasized that it is contained also when the function of an 
embodiment which the operating system (OS) which is working on a computer performed a 
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part or all of actual processing, and mentioned above by the processing is realized. 
[0081] Furthermore, after the program code read from the storage was written in the memory 
with which the expansion unit connected to the expansion card inserted in the computer or the 
computer is equipped, It cannot be overemphasized that it is contained also when the function 
of an embodiment which performed a part or all of processing that CPU with which the 
expansion card and expansion unit are equipped is actual, based on directions of the program 
code, and was mentioned above by the processing is realized. 
[0082] 

[Effect of the Invention] If this invention is followed as explained above, it is effective in being 
controllable to change the waveform of the current pulse for driving an electric heat conversion 
element using the circuit which it had in the recording head. 

[0083] Moreover, by changing the waveform of a current pulse, ink discharge is stabilized and 
it contributes also to the improvement in endurance of an electric heat conversion element 
further. 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1 ] It is the figure showing the example of representation of the circuit for changing 
pulse current wave type. 

[Drawing 2] It is the figure showing a wave-like example of heater current. 

[Drawing 3] It is the figure which expressed the circuit of composition of being shown in 

drawing 1 (c) in detail. 

[Drawing 4] It is the appearance perspective view showing the outline of the composition of the 
ink-jet printer IJRA which is the form of typical operation of this invention. 
[Drawing 5 ] It is the block diagram showing the composition of the control circuit of ink-jet 
printer IJRA. 

[Drawing 6] It is the appearance perspective view showing the composition of the ink cartridge 
IJC which can separate an ink tank and a head. 

[Drawing 7] It is the figure showing the fundamental composition of the circuit which can input 
the current pulse which has two or more values in one heater element. 
[Drawing 8] It is the flow chart which shows the processing to which the waveform of a current 
pulse is changed. 

[Drawing 9] It is the figure showing the composition of the circuit equipped with three switches 
and three current generators corresponding to one heater element, and the example of the 
current pulse shape generated by the circuit. 

[Drawing 10] It is the composition figure of the circuit which made more concrete basic 
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composition of the circuit shown in drawing 7 (a). 

[Drawing 11] It is the figure showing the modification of the circuit composition shown in 
drawing 7 (aj and drawing 10. 

[Drawing 12] It is the figure showing the circuit of composition of having equipped the standard 
current generation part 100 with two constant current circuits, and having had every one 
NMOS transistor to each heater element. 

[Drawing 131 It is the figure showing the circuit of composition of controlling each heater 

element RH using the switch which consists of two NMOS transistors. 

[Drawing 14] It is the figure showing the conventional heater current waveform. 

[Explanations of letters or numerals] 

100 Standard Current Generation Part 

101, 102 Constant current circuit 

200 Heater Array 

201, 202 Inverter 

300, 301 , 302 Control circuit 

Buf Amplifier 

GND Ground voltage 

IJC Ink cartridge 

IJH Recording head 

IT Ink tank 

M1, M2, M2A, M3, M10, M11 NMOS transistor 

RH, RH1, RH2 Heater element 

S1, S2, S1A, S1B, S2A, an S2B switch 

VDD, VH Power supply voltage 

VBias Bias voltage 



[Drawing 2 ] 
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[Drawing 3] 
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[Drawing 4] 
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[Drawing 14] 



[ Drawing 6] 
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[Drawing 9] 
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[Drawing 7] 
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[Drawing 8] 
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[Drawing 10] 
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[Drawing 11] 
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[Drawing 12] 
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[Translation done.] 
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